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Remarks 

Entry of the above-noted amendments, reconsideration of the application, and allowance 
of all claims pending are respectfully requested. By this amendment, claims 1 -3, 7, 9-1 0,. 1 3, 1 5, 
19-20, and 22 are amended, claims 5-6 and 8, 16-18, and 23-24 are canceled, and claims 29-36 
are added. These amendments to the claims constitute a bona fide attempt by applicants to 
advance prosecution of the application and obtain allowance of certain claims, and are in no way 
meant to acquiesce to the substance of the rejections. Support for the amendments can be found 
throughout the specification (e.g., page 5, lines 10-12, page 6, lines 9-16, and page 6, line 25, to 
page 7, line 10), figures (e.g., FIGS. 1), and claims and thus, no new matter has been added. 
Claims 1-4, 7, 9-15, 19-22, and 25-36 are pending with claims 25-28 being withdrawn from 
consideration. Claims 1-4, 7, 9-15, 19-22, and 29-36 fall within the elected invention and 
species. 

Interview on October 12, 2005 

The amendments herein follow a telephone conference between the Examiner and 
applicants' attorney on October 12, 2005 in which the claims, the specification, the drawings, 
and the 6/01/2005 election of the invention and species of Group I and FIGS. 1-5 were discussed. 
During the telephone conference, positive discussion was had, including the possibility that in 
connection with the invention and species of Group I and FIGS. 1-5 there is disclosure of one or 
more stackable implementations. 

The time and courtesy afforded applicants' attorney as well as the positive discussion 
had, are gratefully acknowledged by applicants. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 tIS.C. § 1 12 

Claims 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 112, second paragraph, as allegedly 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicants regard as the invention. Claims 19 and 22 presented herewith positively recite the 
"one or more items". 

Withdrawal of the § 1 1 2 rejections is therefore respectfully requested 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 66 102 and 103 

Claims 1-10, 12-14, and 19-22 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by Palmeri (U.S. Patent No. 6,044,990). Claims 11 and 15 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Palmeri, alone. These rejections arc respectfully, but 
most strenuously, traversed. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the Office Action's citations to the applied reference, 
with or without modification, assuming, arguendo , that the modification of the Office Action's 
citations to the applied reference is proper, do not teach or suggest one or more elements of the 
claimed invention, as further discussed below. 

For explanatory purposes, applicants discuss herein one or more differences between the 
Office Action's citations to the applied reference and the claimed invention with reference to one 
or more parts of the applied reference. This discussion, however, is in no way meant to 
acquiesce in any characterization that one or more parts of the Office Action's citations to the 
applied reference correspond to the claimed invention. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the Office Action's citations to the applied reference 
do not teach or suggest one or more elements of the claimed invention. A careful reading of the 
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Office Action's citations to the applied reference fails to teach or suggest, for example, the one 

or more support members that comprise the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 

eighth, ninth, and tenth support members that upon interconnection provide in aggregate 

substantially all of the freestanding frame for the one or more items, as recited in applicants' 

independent claim 1. 

Palmeri (column 2, lines 45-5 1 ; FIGS- 1 -2) discloses: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a modular rack system 
constructed from a plurality of coupler blocks, beams, and shock- 
absorbing feet, in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of a complex modular rack 
array constructed from multiples of the basic components depicted 
in FIG. L 

Palmeri discloses the modular rack of FIGS. 1 and 2. Referring to the Office Action's 
annotated version of Palmeri's FIG. 2, the modular rack comprises two additional support 
members, for example, an eleventh support member and a twelfth support member. The 
eleventh support member is located between the first end of the first support member and the 
first end of the second support member. The twelfth support member is located between the 
second end of the first support member and the second end of the second support member. 
Additional support members, such as the shock-absorbing feet 17, are disclosed in FIGS. 1 and 2 
of Palmeri. So, the Office Action's citation to Palmeri fails to disclose that the first, second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth support members provide in aggregate 
substantially all of a freestanding frame. Simply missing from the Office Action's citation to 
Palmeri is any mention of the one or more support members that comprise the first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth support members that upon interconnection 
provide in aggregate substantially alJ of the freestanding frame for the one or more items, as 
recited in applicants' independent claim 1. 
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So, the Office Action's citation to Palmeri fails to satisfy at least one of the limitations 
recited in applicants' independent claim 1 . 

The Office Action's citations to Palmeri fail to meet at least one of applicants' claimed 
features. For example, there is no teaching or suggestion in the Office Action's citations to 
Palmeri of the one or more support members that comprise the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth support members that upon interconnection provide in 
aggregate substantially all of the freestanding frame for the one or more items, as recited in 
applicants' independent claim 1 . 

Furthermore, the Office Action does not allege that the art of record provides any 
teaching, suggestion, or incentive for modifying the citations to Palmeri to provide the claimed 
configuration. 

For all the reasons presented above with reference to claim 1, claims 1 is believed neither 
anticipated nor obvious over the art of record. The corresponding dependent claims are believed 
allowable lor the same reasons as independent claim 1, as well as for their own additional 
characterizations. 

Withdrawal of the §§ 102 and 103 rejections is therefore respectfully requested. 

In addition, new independent claim 29 presented herewith is believed neither anticipated 
nor obvious over the art of the record For example, a careful reading of the Office Action's 
citations to the applied reference fails to teach or suggest the tubular support structure that 
substantially peripherally circumscribes the subset of faces of the electronic device with the first 
and second interface sides interconnected by the single interconnection side, as recited in 
applicants* independent claim 29 presented herewith. The corresponding new dependent claims 
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30-36 are believed allowable for the same reasons as independent claim 29, as well as for their 
own additional characterizations. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, allowance of all claims pending is 
respectfully requested. If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing the 
prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to call applicants' attorney. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Robert X. Brill <S 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 36,760 



Dated: October 26, 2005 



